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“The Civil Air Patrol grew 
out of the urgency of the 
situation. The CAP was set 
up and went into operation 
almost overnight. It patrolled 
our shores and performed its 
antisubmarine work at a time 
of almost desperate national 
crisis. If it had done nothing 
beyond that, the Civil Air 
Patrol would have earned an 
honorable place in the history 
of American air power.”

General Henry H. “Hap” Arnold, 
Commanding General of the 

U.S. Army Air Forces, Dec. 15, 1944

On May 30, 2014, President Barack H. Obama signed legislation 
into law awarding the Congressional Gold Medal to the 

approximately 200,000 World War 
II members of CAP. � e medal is 
the country’s highest expression 
of appreciation for distinguished 
achievements and contributions. On 

Dec. 10, 2014, Speaker of the House John Boehner presented 
the medal to CAP National Commander Maj. Gen. Joseph 
R. Vazquez and former U.S. Rep. Lester L. Wol� , himself a 
wartime member of the New York Wing.

� is medal commemorates the organization’s unusual 
contributions in World War II. On the obverse, Stinson 
Voyager 10A aircra�  armed with demolition bombs escort an 
oil tanker. � e aircra�  in the foreground has the coastal patrol 
roundel and the number “65” representing the CAP members 
killed during the war. To the le� , two civilian volunteers, a male 
coastal patrol observer and a female pilot, both vigilantly scan 
the sky.
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Learn more at gocivilairpatrol.com
Learn more about CAP’s history 

at history.cap.gov
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